Personalized ArtWork

Personalized artwork featuring personal watercraft and other nautical scenes is done by reviewing photos and determining the best combinations of angle and natural setting for the finished piece.  In many cases, a series of photographs reveal many differences in sails, conditions and details not visible in a single picture.  By working between the photos it’s possible to add many of the details which add to the personal touch of the piece. 

Guarantee & Framing

I offer a guarantee on framing which covers workmanship and materials for five years.  I also provide a service for repair, restoration and alternative framing for those who need assistance in the future.  Please see our web site for details.  http://nauticalart.tripod.com
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For thousands of years pyrographic art, or wood burning, has found its way through cultures around the world. The  diversity and beauty of this art can only be described by viewing the works of the many artists who have focused their talents towards it. It’s a true art which takes on many forms in detail, tone and overall appearance. 
In a very unique combination, the images you see here combine this ancient form of art with self- taught techniques in oil paint, water- color and wood working. These techniques combine a very unforgiving combination of sketching, oil painting and wood burning that must be done with minimal error throughout the process. The end result is a very intricately detailed piece of fine art in a very unique style.
As a person who has always enjoyed the ocean and scenery that surrounds it, I've come to enjoy this type of art because the mixture of natural tones and details in pyrography lend themselves well to a nautical setting. 
About  the artist

Born in Newport Beach CA, John began his interest in nautical art while living on the beaches of California and Hawaii. Influenced by his surroundings he began drawing boats and ocean scenes while in the first grade.  This interest continued through grade school and earned him an opportunity to have several of his drawings featured at exhibits for students at museums in the Los Angeles area.  He continued to pursue his interest in art and began attending art classes by the third grade and continued to do so until he graduated High school in 1984.  In 1985 he continued his work while in the Air Force were he did a number of aircraft drawings and murals for people and offices at bases in Europe and the U.S.  In 1985 John began to sell some of his work at art shows at various bases in Germany. After spending nearly twelve years in Europe, John returned to the United States and now focuses his work on the diversity of nautical scenery here on the Chesapeake Bay.

Beginning in 2000 John began participating in many art shows on the East Coast. In addition to finding his work at shows, he’s been featured on several national TV shows that have commissioned his work. His work can also be found at the Calvert Marine Museum in Solomon's Island,  Maryland.  Be sure to check his web site that features his work, his techniques and information on future shows. 
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John began this particular style as a result of an unrelated project with a wood burner.  After gaining an appreciation for the depth and details attained in pyrographic art he went on to develop a style of his own that can only be described by seeing his work in person.  His work is an extension of Pyrogravure colorée  - a form of pyrographic art using different techniques for blending oil color deep into the wood.
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Technique

John’s work is done using a several wood burning systems. The pictures are drawn using a standard pencil and then gone over with one of the burning tools.  This is a free hand process done without magnification.  Following the burning process, the pictures painted or stained using a combination of oil color pigments, oil paint and wood stain. Additionally, John has begun a new line of Water-Color with limited Edition Giclee prints available. Although some subjects may be similar, none of the pictures are the same..  Each is a very unique work of art that cannot be reproduced. (8/05)

